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for any agricultural purposes ; in another there is scarcity
which year after year reduces the wretched inhabitants to
a state of utter despair. In 193 5 the present writer wandered
on foot across cultivated areas in Andalucia, and made a
point of speaking to labourers working on the farms. In
nearly every case when the poor peasant could be induced
to speak about his life and the condition thereof, the inevi-
table reply would be : " It is misery. We have no money
and very little food. God knows how we shall live through
the winter." And there would be a fatalistic shrugging of
the shoulders—sometimes accompanied by a significant
flashing of eyes.
The peasantry of Spain have had no inducement to
introduce scientific farming, and as for irrigation systems,
these are entirely outside their ken and scope, and would
have to be introduced by Government. One remem-
bers the state of Ireland before that interesting period in
history in which the Irish peasant farmer decided that the
best thing to do with a landlord was to shoot him ! The
Spanish peasant has been far more long-suffering. In
Spain every tenancy is a short one, and any improvement
made by the tenant becomes the legal property of the land-
owner on the expiration of the lease, and without any
obligation on the landlord's part to compensate the person
who has improved the land and made it more valuable.
Latifundia, the system of great landed estates, was one of
the evils which the Republic promised to abolish and indeed
began to abolish. A movement was made to this end in the
Law of Agrarian Reform which was first introduced in
1932. But, as we have seen, the reactionary Right Govern-
ment of 1934 stepped in and very successfully held up every
attempt at progress. Once again the boastful absentee
landlord showed himself in his finery in the fashionable

